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Public Review Sought on U.S. National
Reports on Sustainable Forestry

he Pinchot Institute, in coop-
Tcration with the USDA For-

est Service, U.S. Department
of State, and the Meridian Institute, is
seeking feedback on the U.S. Nation-
al Report to the United Nations
Forum on Forests, via an innovative
on-line tool designed to make the re-
port accessible to a wide diversity of
readers. For the past three years, the
Pinchot Institute played a key role in
the development of the U.S. national
reports to the United Nations Forum
on Forests (UNFF), describing U.S.
policies, programs and activities that
respond to more than 270 Proposals
for Action intended to improve forest
management in countries around the

world. The Proposals for Action were
developed by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Forests and the Intergov-
ernmental Forum on Forests (the pre-
cursors to the UNFF) to address a
range of forest management issues at
the national level in a manner that is
consistent with national, political, so-
cial, and economic limits. In the com-
ing months, the Pinchot Institute will
work closely with the participants of
the Roundtable on Sustainable
Forests (RSF) to gather broad stake-
holder feedback on the its findings.

The Roundtable on Sustainable
Forests (RSF) an open and inclusive
multi-stakeholder process dedicated

to shared leadership and responsibility
toward the goal of sustainable forest
management (SFM) on public and
private forestlands in the U.S. Since
its inception in 1999, the Round-
table’s primary focus has been identi-
fying and evaluating data that could
be used to assess the state of the
nation’s forests, as well as providing
input to the federal government on
the production of the National
Report on Sustainable Forests — 2003,
which was published by the USDA
Forest Service in February 2004. The
Pinchot Institute has been an active
participant in the RSF, serving on
both its Core Group and its Commu-
nications and Outreach Work Group.

The publication of the National
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Report is the first step in the U.S.
implementation of the Montreal Cri-
teria and Indicators for the Conserva-
tion of Temperate and Boreal Forests
(Montreal C&I). As such, the report
creates an important opportunity for
U.S. forest stakeholders to provide
targeted feedback to U.S. govern-
ment participants and engage in inter-
national dialogue on refinements to
the Montreal C&I. The RSF has also
supported the analysis and evaluation
of the National Report and will con-
tribute to the Montreal C&lI revision
process as part of the Pinchot Insti-
tute’s effort to coll broader stake-

holder input on the U.S. response to
the Proposals for Action.

The Pinchot Institute is teaming
up with the Meridian Institute, the
RSPF’s facilitator, to develop a website
and outreach plan that will encourage
stakeholders to respond to and add to
the Pinchot Institute’s current body
of work on the Proposals for Action.
The website will provide an ecasy
means for stakeholders to comment
on the adequacy of the U.S. response
and to share their views regarding pri-
orities for future efforts to meet the
directives of the Proposals for Action.

The Proposals for Action will be
grouped under the seven Montreal
criteria so that stakeholders can
quickly navigate to the topics of great-
est interest to them.

The feedback website will launch
some time prior to the RSF’s Novem-
ber 17, 2004 meeting and will be
accessible for approximately 2
months. Pinchot will analyze the
feedback received and its implications
for the domestic response to the Pro-
posals for Action, the Montreal C&I
revision process, and the National
Report. The Pinchot Institute will
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present its analysis at an RSF’s meet-
ing scheduled for late April 2005.

Another important project that
contributes to the Montreal C&I
revisions process is the Multiple Per-
spectives Project. The Project’s pri-
mary purpose is to invite members of
the forest stakeholder community to
share their ideas about the key find-
ings of the National Report. In doing
so, the project aims to explore key
refinements to the Montreal C&I,
data gaps that impede understanding,
and the theories, concepts, and expe-
riences that stakeholders from differ-
ent perspectives use as the basis for
their analysis.

On August 31, 2004, the Multi-
ple Perspectives Review Committee,
a group of RSF participants charged
with managing the project, released a
call for manuscript proposals and
instructions to authors who wish to
share what they discern to be the key
findings that flow from the National
Report on Sustainable Forests. By mid-
November, the Committee will select
approximately 10 proposals for devel-
opment into full papers, which will be
published in a special on-line publica-
tion of the Society of American
Foresters. The papers will also be the
subjects of an on-line dialogue
process and real time discussion at a
workshop planned for late fall 2005.
The deadline for manuscript propos-
als is November 1.

For further information on the
UN Forum on Forests or the U.S.
response to the Proposals for Action ,
contact Al Sample (alsample@pin-
chot.org) or Stephanie Kavanaugh
(skavanaugh@pinchot.ory) at the Pin-
chot Institute. To get a copy of the
Multiple Perspectives call for propos-
als, contact Jay West at Meridian
Institute (jwest@merid.ory) or visit the
What’s New section of the RSF’s
website, www.sustainableforests.net.

BECOME AN INNOVATOR FOR
FOREST STEWARDSHIP

Concerned about the changing global climate? Not sure if the natural
resources we enjoy today will be here tomorrow for future generations?
Dissatisfied with the quality of your water?

Not sure if you can make a difference? Well, you can. Make today your
first day as an innovator for forest stewardship by becoming a Pinchot
Associate.

As a Pinchot Associate, you will join others across the nation who invest
resources the Institute needs to quickly, yet thoughtfully, respond to
natural resource issues before they become policies that ruin our envi-
ronment, diminish our livelihood or destroy our quality of life. The
flexibility your unrestricted gift provides enables us to collaborate
nationwide with all of America’s people—from rural landowners to fed-
eral policymakers—to sustain natural resources and build economic
capacity through educational programs, research on forest-management
policies, and technical assistance for on-the-ground projects.

As a natural resource steward, becoming a Pinchot Associate will enable
you to feel good about protecting our environment while helping oth-
ers. For your gift of $100 or more, we will:

# Keep you informed of timely natural resource issues through The
Pinchot Letter,

# Send you advanced notification of our workshops, seminars, confer-
ences, and newly released publications;

#  Give you special recognition in our newsletter and annual report;

# Send you invitations to special events we host in your community,
Washington, DC, and at Grey Towers so you can see for yourself
how you are helping to advance forest conservation.

Your gift can be made to the Pinchot Institute through the Combined
Federal Campaign or by returning the enclosed envelope. For informa-
tion on additional tax-advantaged ways to become an innovative con-
servationist and follow in Gifford Pinchot’s footsteps, please call (202)
797-6580 or donations@pinchot.ory.

Pinchot Institute for Conservation is a member of the Conser-
o vation and Preservation Charities of America. Check your guide

for our listing and charity number under this

federation.
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